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Fire is powerful stuff!

ThatOs why wekeep matches away from small children. We know if they get into the matches and strike one,
they could get burned from the fire, and start a greater fire. At the same time, we may use matches to start a
camp fire for cooking or for keeping warm.

Fire, then, has a dual purpose. It can be destructive and constructive. It can burn a person and it can keep a
person warm. Yes, fire can burn down a house and fire can keep the house warm when contained in the stove or
furnace.

Today, in our text in Daniel 3, we have the account of NebuchadnezzarOs involvement with fire, yes, having a fiery
furnace started for a very destructive purpose Dto snuff out three Hebrew young men. The furnace was hot,
yes, hotter than blazes, a phrase | remember was used on the farm when it was a hot summer day.

But as with GodOs direct involvement in NebuchadnezzaOs dreamdhapter 2, so God was directly involved in
NebuchadnezzarOs fire in our textdr today in Daniel 3. Since God is the Creator of fire, He has the last word. In
fact, the Scripture tells us that God is a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29), speaking of His holiness and ability to
judge sin.

LetOs look at Daniel 3, as we continue our ODare To Be A DanielO Series, and see whatOs involved in what | call
OFireproof Faith.Oves, this is one of the hotest texts in the Bible.

I. The kingOs plan (Daniel 3: 1 -7).

1.Nebuchadnezzar had built an image of gold (3:1).

The image was 90 feet tall, 9 feet w ide, probably with a pedestal. It was probably wood overlaid with gold not
pure gold (cf. Isaiah 40:19; 41:7; Jeremiah 10:3 -9).

It was set in the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon about 6 miles southeast of the city of Babylon. This
image probably was of human form, but not necessarily that of Nebuchadnezzar, although it could have been of
him since he was such a prideful man. He may have patterned it after the statue he saw in his dream. Some have
projected that it could have been a statue of a combination of human and animal. Archeologists have discovered
Babylonian images of these types. It has been suggested that the image made represented Nebo, the patron
god of Nebuchadnezzar. At the same time the Babylonians were polytheistic in the worship, giving honor to
many gods.

Here is an artists rendition of what NebuchadnezzarOs statue may have looked like.

2. The possible reason for building the image.
Why did Nebuchadnezzar make this statue? The text doesnOt tell us.



There could be a logical connection between the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream in chapter 2, and
the statue he built here in chapter 3. Still, why did he build this huge god -like statue?

Dr. John Whitcomb suggests that the building of this statue occurred shortly after the Babylonian capture of
Jerusalem (585 B.C.). The building of this statue was an empire-wide demonstration of the superiority of
BabylonOs gods and king Nebuchadnezzar. That could be a possibilityNebuchadnezzar was a very proud ful
and powerful man, so he could have taken such an occasion to demonstrate his power and might as

the ruler of Babylon, while uniting his kingdom to worship his god or gods.

Whatever the reason for building the statue it had empire wide participation.

3. Those called to celebrate the building of the image (3:2 -3).
Satraps were the highest officials in each province.

The prefects (princes) were military chiefs.

The governors (captains) were heads of sections of the provinces.
The counselors (advisers, judges) were high ranking judges.

The treasurers were superintendents of the treasur.

The judges (counselors) were secondary judges.

The magistrates (sheriffs) were lower level legal officals.

The rulers (officials) were subordinates of the satraps.

These groups represented all the governmental administrative officials of Nebuchadnezzar®s empire. Some of the
titles of the officials are Persian and some are Babylonian. Different languages were spoken by the different
officials (3:7).

In having all of his  governmental officials come together for this celebration of the building of this
image, Nebuchadnezzar was attempting to enhance the unity of his kingdom. All the leaders would
be on the same page.

4. The response Nebuchadnezzar wanted to the built image (3:4 -7).

Nebuchadnezzar wanted all the political leaders to fall down and worship the statue. This, then, was more than a
political gathering, it was a religious gathering. It was a direct mixing of politics and religion. NebuchadnezzarOs
way was to be the way of the nation.

**How would people know when to fall down before the image and worship it?

What does Daniel 3;4 -5 say? When the orchestra played, the governmental officials were to fall
down and worship the image.

ItOs interesting that Nebuchaahezzar had an orchestra here. From verses 5 & 7, they were instruments with
Persian names. Some were Greek as well. There were various wind and stringed instruments.

Since in the worship of an idol music was used, it becomes evident that in false worshi p, Satan, who
is behind all of this, has his music tied in with the worship of himself. Evidently, music was a

strategic part in worshipping the idols (cf. Isaiah 14:11). Of course, Satan, has his music today with

its words and melodies.

*What would hap  pen if any of the governmental officials did not fall down and worship the gold
image when the orchestra played?

Note Daniel 3:6.

OBut whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace
of blazing fire.O



Arch eological excavations have uncovered some great ovens, brick -kilns, which Nebuchadnezzar
used for certain purposes in his vast building projects. Some, on the other hand, believe the furnace
was beehive or funnel shaped and was constructed of metal.

Another writer suggested that the smelting furnaces were like an old -fashioned glass milk bottle in
shape, with a large opening for the insertion of the ore to be smelted and a smaller aperture at

ground level for he admission of wood and charcoal to furnish the heat. There may have been two
or more smaller holes at this same level to permit the insertion of pipes connected with large

bellows, when it was desired to raise the temperature beyond what the flue or chimney would

produce. The furnace was probably f ashioned of very thick adobe, resistant to intense heat. The

large upper door was probably raised above the lee of the fire bed so that the metal smelted from

the ore would spill on the ground in case the crucibles were upset.

**Why such severe punishmen t for not worshipping this idol?

First it was disobeying the command of the king to worship the image.

Secondly, it was an act of hostility against the god the king worshipped.

Thirdly, it meant that a person was opposing the greatness of the king and of his kingdom.
Fourthly, it meant that a person was not in unity with the other government officials. He was

breaking rank politically and religiously.

5. Fifthly, As a result the person must die.

NS

Il. Opposition to the king®s plan (Daniel 3:8 -23).

1. Notalloft he kingOs official worshipped his idol (3:8 -12).

Certain Chaldeans or nobles of the government officials noticed that those promoted by the king, namely,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not bow

down and worship the image when the orchestra played.

Perhaps, seeking to gain favor in the eyes of the king, they reported to the king that these three

government officials had not fallen down and worshipped the gold image. They had disregarded the
decree of the king and had not fallen down and worshipped t he golden image. They reminded the king that his
decree had stated that those who donOt fall down and worship the golden image will be cast into the midst of a
furnace of blazing fire.



2. The kingOs response to this news (3:13  -15).
The king was furious, actually in rage, showing how upset he was for someone not obeying him and worshipping
his gods.

Nebuchadnezzar had Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were brought before him. He gave them a second
chance. Where was Daniel at this time? We are not told. Perhaps on an assignment out of the country.

He told them that if they fell down and worshipped the golden image when the orchestra played, they would not
be cast into the fiery furnace, but if they did not bow down and worship the image when the orchestra played
they would be cast into the fiery furnace.

Then Nebuchadnezzar added these concluding vords, OAnd what god is there who can deliver you out of
my hands?0

Nechuchadnezzar thought that he and his gods had the last word. What a surprise for him was
about to occur.

3. Shadrach, Meshach, and AbenegoOs answer to the kingOs threats (3:16 -18).
These are some of the most famous words in Scripture. They are still true today because God is eternal and His
Word is eternal.

OO0 Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. If it be so, our
God whom we serve is able to de liver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out
of your hand, O king. But even if He does nat, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going

to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.O

Notice, that no conditions are made with God here; deliverance or being martyrs for the Lord were
equally possible in GodOs plan.

ShadrachOs, MeshachOs and AbednegoOs answer to King NebuchadnezzarOs threatDwesyvill not bow down
to your image.O

4. King Nebuchadnez zarOs response to the three Hebrew young men (3:19 -23).

The king became furious at Sadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace to be heated seven times
hotter than normally. He ordered certain valiant warriors to tie up the three Hebrew young me n in their clothing
and cast them into the blazing fire. With the furnace being so hot, the flames killed the men who threw Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego into the furnace. The three Hebrew men tied up fell into the midst of the blazing

inferno.

Of course that wasnOt the end of the three Hebrew young men, it was just a miraculous beginning for them.
lll. The LORD intervened into this hot and fiery setting (Daniel 3:24 -27).

Somehow Nebuchadnezzar could see into the blazing furnance. Daniel 3:24said that he stood up, so he must
have been seated perhaps on a pedestal so he could observe what was taking place in the furnace.

1. When the king looked into the furnace he saw four men in the fire not three (3:24).



Notice what king Nebuchadnezzar sid (3:24-25).
OWas it not three men we cas bound into the midst of the fire?O The answer was Ocertainly, O, king.O Then the
king answered,

OLook! | see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire withoiut harm, and the appearance of the
fourth is like a son of the gods!O

The king was astounded at what he saw happening in the hot inferno. The three Hebrew young men, not bound
anymore, alive without any harm and a fourth individual in the furnace with them.

Nebuchadnezzar could only exclam that it was Oa son of the gods.O It was someone superhuman or divine from
his polytheistic pagan background.

Obviously, from the biblical perspective, this was either an angel or the preincarnate Christ who was in the
blazing fire with the three Heb rew young men. He was with them in their affliction and protected them from
harminit. He didnOt deliver them from the fire but in the fire.

2. The king called to the three Hebrew young men to come out of the blazing furnace (Daniel 3:26).
Nebuchadnezar got as close as he could to the door of the blazing furnace and called to Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego to come out of the inferno. They came out but the fourth person disappeared as quickly as he
appeared.

Note what the king then said to the thre e Hebrew young men.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, come out, you servants of the most high God, and come here!O

Nebuchadnezzar had ascribed the greatest power to the true and living God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who they said could deliver them from the furnace of blazing fire (cf. Daniel 3:17).

God honored their faith in Him and His Word.



When the leaders of the Babylonian government gathered around the three Hebrews young men, they were
certainly amazed as well.

The fire had no affect on their bodies for their hair was not singed, their trousers were not damaged, and they
didnOt even have the smell of smoke on them.

The leaders of the Babylonian empire had witnessed a first class miracle performed by the true,
living, and eternal bibl  ical God! How fantastic is that!!

Nebuchadnezzar had more to say.

4. The king made an incredible decree (Daniel 3:28 -29).

1. He acknowledged the superiority of the true and living eternal God. (3:28)

Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach and\bednego. This meant that he was acknowledging
that the God of the Bible was superior to any of his gods.

The pagans believed that their gods sent messengers to carry out their plans. The king here evidently believed
that the fourth person in the fire w as that kind of a messenger.

In acknowledging GodOs ability, he was saying that the true and living eternal God is sovereign own his gods and
all gods.

Note Daniel 3:28b NebuchadnezzarOs words regarding the obedience of the three Hebrew young men. To g
against his words was truly beyond his comprehension.

Owho has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the kingOs
command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship andy god except their own

God.O

2. He issued an edict for the entire nation of Babylon (3:29).

The king made a decree that all the people in the kingdom of Babylon should respect the true and living God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Nothing must be said against Him. This made Jdlaism a recognized faith
with the rights of toleration and respect. Through the faith and courage of these three Hebrew young men, all
the Jews in Babylon need not fear for not worshipping the gods of the Babylonians.

3. The king blessed Shadrach, Meshachand Abednego (3:30).

The king caused the three Hebrew young men to prosper in the province of Babylon, or in the government of
Babylon. They had already had positions of administration in the government (2:49), so this must have been
giving them more aut hority, or advanced work to do in the kingdom.

Now that we have looked at the Daniel 3, how can we apply it to our lives in 2009.
1. LetOs look at the chapter as to how it affects our biblical world view b the bigger picture.

(1) The reign of Nebuchadn  ezzar is symbolic of the entire Otimes of the GentilesO for the Jewish

people.

The Otimes of the Gentiles started when Nebuchadnezzar finally took over Jerusalem (586 B.C.) and will continue
into the tribulation period until Christ returns to earth to put down all rebellion against Him (Luke 21:24; Romans
11:25).

(2) NebuchadnezzarOs command for all to worship his gods is symbolic of what will happen in the

Tribulation period yet to come on earth.

In the tribulation time yet to come on this planet, the An tichrist will command everyone to worship him and his
image (Il Thessalonians 2:4; Revelation 13:3-8). They will also have to take the mark of the beast. Of course,
those who don®t will be killed (Revelation 13:15).



(3) As Nebuchadnezzar tried to kill th e three Hebrew young men in the fiery furnace, so during the
tribulation time on earth, the Antichrist will oppress Israel (Revelation 13:7). Many will worship the
Antichrist but others will not. They will be martyred for their faith.

(4) A smallremnant  (like the three Hebrew young men), who refuse to worship the Antichrist will
be protected and then delivered from His harm at the return of Christ (Revelation 12:10 -17).

(5) Chapter 3 in our text advances Chapter 2 that we considered last week.

In chapter 2 of Daniel, the biblical God used a pagan king by giving him a dream that he could not remember,
but then used godly Daniel to tell him the dream and interpret it. Certainly the knowledge and wisdom of God
was set forth in the pagan environment of the kingOs palace, as the future kingdoms of the world and their
characteristics are made known by God through His faithful servant Daniel.

In Chapter 3 the biblical God used the three Hebrew young men to stand up against the command of the king to
worship his gods. GodOs almighty power was shown so vividly as He protected Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
in the fiery furnace, and brought them out alive without even the smell of smoke on them. Nebuchadnezzar
acknowledged the Sovereign God who is all powerful. There was no question about the biblical GodOs greatness.
As the all-powerful God, He controls history. Praise God!!!

2. LetOs look at how chapter 3 of Daniel applies to our personal lives.
Certainly, the lives of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are exanples to all of us regardless of our age and
status in life.

(1) They were convinced of who they believed in (Daniel 3:16 -18).
These young Hebrew men, probably in their early 200s, had believed in the eternal God of revealed to them in the
Old Testament Scriptures. They had the right object for their faith.

There are a lot of objects for faith today. They are here today and gone tomorrow, but there is one that is not

here today and gone tomorrow. In the full revelation of GodOs Word today, the Lord JesusChrist, has come as the
God-man to provide us forgiveness of sin and eternal life through His death, burial and bodily resurrection. He is
the true lasting object for our faith today. | trust that you have made that decision in your life to accept Him as
your Savior, and you are following and living for Him. You know who you have believed and are convinced that
He is able to keep you until you stand before Him.

(2) They were convinced of what they believed.

They knew that that eternal God had given them the eternal Word of God which said, OYou shall have no other
gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship or serve them; f or |, the LORD Your god,
am a jealous GodO (Exodus 20:3- the first and second commandment).

These three Hebrew young men knew the Lord personally, and were convinced that His word was true. It was
the standard for their lives.

(3) They were ready and  willing to act on what they believed.
Their belief and God and His word was not something just to know and think about. They believed in acting on
GodOs word.

So how did that work out?

FAITH (Daniel 3:17 -18)

**They had faith in the ability of God (D aniel 3:17a).

OOur God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire.O Our God is able to deliveDHe
has the power to so.

**They had faith in the willingness of God to deliver (3:17b).

These were not just words the three Hebrew you ng men had learned. They were convinced that God could do it.
**Thev had faith in the sovereinntv of God (Daniel 3:18a)
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They did not believe in the name it claim it idea promoted in Christianity today. They realized that GodOs will
might be different fr om they were believing.
They did not make their obedience contingent upon GodOs deliverance of them.
They were ready to maintain their faith in the Lord regardless of what happened to them. He is the sovereign
God, and He knows best. If it was GodOs wilfor them to die in the fiery furnace that was what they wanted
as well. WOW! That is living faith!!

| remember received a call from a young man who concerning the state of a certain pastor who was fighting
cancer. He asked us to pray for him asking God for healing. Then he quoted from Daniel,Obut if notO we will
still go on believing in God. The Lord healed him by taking him home to glory.

Regardless, God is still God.

COURAGE (Daniel 3:17 -18)
Accompanying the three Hebrew young menOs faith was co urage.

*They had to make a choice Bshould they compromise their faith or not?

The king wasnOt asking them to give up their faith, just to bow to his image. They saw through the kingOs
command. They knew that bowing to the kingOs image was disobeying anddenying their Lord. To do so
would be giving up their faith.

As we face our different fires in life, it would be easier at times just to give up, and say, OWho cares? 10l do
whatOs best for me.O But God cares, and is there to help you make the choicéo obey Him. Yes, He never
leaves you nor forsakes you.

Young people, when you are tempted to disobey the Lord, make the right choice, the choice for the Lord.
You will be glad you did.

Just think, these three Hebrew young men must have stood out like a sore thumb as they stayed
standing as everyone fell to the ground worshipping the golden statue. Regardless, they would
not compromise their faith.

*They had to be willing to risk their faith.

These young men believed that God could deliver them from the fiery furnance, but they didn®t know what
God had in mind for them. The believer lives by faith not by sight. This does not mean that we have foolish
faith, but we are willing to step out by faith as we sense the Lord leading. Faith is only exercised whe n the
way is not clear and made known.

We take physical risks, but are we willing to take spiritual risks as we face different fires in our lives. Are we willing to trust

God?

IN THE FIRE (Daniel 3:19 -25)

These three Hebrew young menOs living faith an d daunting courage got them thrown into the fiery
furnace D a hot challenge to say the least. LetOs develop this experience.

*God doesnOt promise us immunity from fires (John 16:33).
OlIn the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world,O said our Lord.

ItOs easy to look around at someone else who seems to be doing so well, when one is going through his or her
fire. But God doesnOt deal in mass production.

James went to the prison execution block.

Peter when from prison to a prayer meeting.

Stephen was stoned.

Paul was delivered out of ship wreck.

*God is with us in our fires.



A fourth person was in the fire with the three Hebrew young men. Perhaps it was an appearance of the
preincarnate Christ, as we mentioned.

The Lord never leaves us nor forsakes us in our challenges. He is with us an in us.

God told Israel through the prophet, Isaiah, ODo not fear | have redeemed you; | have called you by name; you
are Mine! When you pass through the waters, | will be with y ou; and through the rivers they will not overflow
you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame burn you. For | am the LORD
your god, the Holy One of Israel your SaviorO (Isaiah 43:1b-3a).

*God understands and empathi zes with us in our fires in life (Hebrews 4:15).

Jesus in his life was tempted in all points like as we. In His sufferings and death, He went through hell for us so
that He can identify with us in our fires and give us His peace and strength. He is touche d with the feelings of our
weaknesses.

*God controls our fires.

While in that furnace with the Lord, the cords burned off of the men bound. The clutches of the evil one had no
control. We are no longer captives by the fires of life, but we have true freed om of spirit in Jesus Christ. You will
not be scorched nor will the flame burn you. In the midst of our fire, or challenge, God is in control and there to
encourage us on to keep on keeping on.

OUT OF THE FIRE (Daniel 3:25 -27)

*God honored the faith of the three Hebrew young men.
The Lord protected them in the fire and brought them safe out of the fire.

*God displayed his sovereign love and care over the three Hebrew young me.

What was really taking place in this account was that there was a battle go ing on between the forces of the evil
one and the forces of the eternal and living God. God was victor because these three Hebrew young men took
God at His word, and God honored them for it. Of course, even if the Hebrew young men hadnOt been delivered,
God would have still be sovereign and a God who cares.

*God brought deliverance to glorify Himself through these three young men living in this pagan

society.

| Corinthians 10:13 tells us that God will not allow us to be tested above what we are able but w ill with the
testing provide us a way of escape so that we will be able to endure it.

God is always there with us in our different fires, whether itOs a physical challenge, a spiritual challenge, a
relational challenge, an emotional challenge, whatever our fire, big or small, God assures us today that He is with
us in the fire, and living in us so He can glorify Himself through us.

The bib lical God is the fireproof God.

Perha ps you heard the unbelievably tragic story of a husband and wife from Los Angeles, who both

lost their jobs and decided to commit joint suicide. As horrific as that idea sounds, what came next

was beyond belief:  What to do with the children?

In a downward spiral of utter hopelessness, these unfortunate souls did what they thought would be best. Not
wanting their children to be cared for by strangers, they decided to take them with them. That's right. They killed
them -- and then they took their own lives.

How tragic with no hope in the true and living God revealed in Jesus Christ.

But then, thankfully, there is the other side of the coin.

| received this news about Christian author and broadcaster Joni Eareckson Tada wh o offers some
helpful advice as we go through our different fires, yes as some suffer through hard times.
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Tada, who's been a quadriplegic since breaking her neck in a 1967 diving accident, says she's also been
bedridden most of the past year with chronic pain.

In a CDR Radio interview, she admitted that she felt "horror" at being unable to turn over or even move to relieve
her pain. But she said that suffering has brought her closer to Jesus Christ -- a suffering Savior who's ready to
hear even the most anguished, angry complaints.

"God's wisdom, true Godly wisdom is trusting God even when you can't figure things out," she contends. "We
need to remember God's faithfulness, remember His goodness, remember the times when He's seen us through,
remember those fresh mountaintop experiences. Don't forget them. And that orients us back to His Word that
tells us to believe what we once believed in the light."

Tada says she has been crying out to God in the past year.

"Lord, here | am, a quadriplegic. Come on, isn't this enough? Forty years of this stuff. This isn't easy. And here
you are laying on chronic pain? You mean I've got to be a quadriplegic and also be in pain and not be able to
turn at night?™ she admits. "Take your anger to God. Engage Him head-on," Tada counsels. "DonOt walk away
from Him with your questions, but go to Him and you'll find a compassionate Savior who is more than willing to
take on your anger and answer your questions."

Yes, our Lord is with us in our fires listening to us, strengthe ning us and encouraging us on. If it is
will to deliver us from our fire, He gets the glory.

If he doesnOt deliver us from our fires, as he didnOt with the apostle Paul, who asked that his thorn

in the flesh be removed, Paul discovered that GodOs grace wa s more than sufficient, and he gloried
in the Lord in his weakness. As the Lord hasnOt with Joni Eareckson Tada, but she still finds God

good and glories in Him!

May our fireproof God always received the glory in our lives regardless of what we are experi encing
knowing He is always with us!
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